
Sutherland Sample Papers 
 
1.A and B can together finish a work 30 days. They worked together for 20 days and then B left.                    
After another 20 days, A finished the remaining work. In how many days A alone can finish the                  
work? 
A. 40  
B. 50 
C. 54  
D. 60 
Explanation: 
According to the question, 
(A + B)'s 20 day's work = (1/30 x 20) = 2.  
Remaining work = (1 -2/3) = 1/3.  
Now,1/3 work is done by A in 20 days.  
Therefore, the whole work will be done by A in (20 x 3) = 60 days.  
 
2. A student's mark was wrongly entered as 83 instead of 63. Due to that the average marks for                  
the class got increased by 
1/2. What is the number of students in the class? 
A. 45  
B. 40 
C. 35  
D. 30 
Explanation: 
Let the total number of students = x. 
The average marks increased by 1/2 due to an increase of 83 - 63 = 20 marks.  
 
But total increase in the marks = 1/2 * x = x/2.  
Hence, we can write as  
=> x/2 = 20.  
=> x = 40.  
 
3. If the sum of two numbers is 55 and the H.C.F. and L.C.M. of these numbers are 5 and 120                    
respectively, then the sum of the reciprocals of the numbers is equal to: 
A. 55/601 
B. 601/55 
C. 11/120 
D. 120/11 
Explanation: 
Let the numbers be a and b. 
Then, a + b = 55 and ab = 5 x 120 = 600.  
The required sum = 1/a + 1/b = (a + b)/ab = 55/600 = 11/120.  
 
4. The ratio between the speeds of two trains is 7: 8. If the second train runs 400 km in 4 hours,                     
then the speed of the first train is: 
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A. 70 km/hr.  
B. 75 km/hr. 
C. 84 km/hr.  
D. 87.5 km/hr. 
Explanation: 
Let the speed of two trains be 7x and 8x km/hr. 
Then, 8x = (400/4) = 100  
=> x = 100/8 = 12.5.  
.'. Speed of first train = (7 x 12.5) km/hr. = 87.5 km/hr.  
 
5. A farmer travelled a distance of 61 km in 9 hours. He travelled partly on foot @ 4 km/hr. and                    
partly on bicycle @ 9 km/hr. The distance travelled on foot is: 
A. 14 km  
B. 15 km 
C. 16 km  
D. 17 km 
Explanation: 
Let the distance travelled on foot be x km. 
Then, distance travelled on bicycle = (61 -x) km.  
So, x/4 + (61 -x)/9 = 9  
=> 9x + 4(61 -x) = 9 x 36  
=> 5x = 80.  
=> x = 16 km.  
 
6. Ajay and Arman started a shop investing Rs. 9000 and Rs. 12000 respectively. After 6               
months, Arman withdrew half of his investment. If after a year, the total profit was Rs. 4600, what                  
was Arman’s share in it? 
A. 2000 
B. 1900 
C. 2600 
D. 2300 
Explanation: 
Ajay: Arman = 9000 * 12: 12000 * 6 + 6000 * 6 = 1: 1. 
Arman share = Rs. [4600 *(1/2)) = Rs. 2300.  
 
7. The speed of the boat in still water is 12 kmph. In 3 hours, it can travel downstream 45 kms.                    
Find the time taken by the boat to cover the same distance upstream? 
A. 3 
B. 4 
C. 5 
D. 6 
Explanation: 
Let the speed of the current be x kmph 
Speed downstream = distance/time  
=> 12 + x = 45 + 3  
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=> x = 3 kmph  
Effective speed up stream = 12 - 3 = 9  
=> 9 = 45/x  
=> x = 5 hrs.  
 
8. A sum of Rs. 800 amounts to Rs. 920 in 3 years at simple interest. Interest rate is increased                   
by 3%, it would amount to how much? 
A. 962 
B. 972 
C. 982 
D. 992 
Explanation: 
According to the question, S.l. = Rs. (920 - 800) = Rs. 120; 
P = Rs. 800, T = 3 yrs.  
R = [(100 x 120)/ (800*3)] % = 5%.  
New rate = (5 + 3) % = 8%.  
New S.l. = Rs. (800 * 8 * 3)/100 = Rs. 192.  
Therefore, New amount = Rs. (800 + 192) = Rs. 992.  
 
9. Ajith can finish a work in 36 days, Upendra in 6 days and Chauhan in 8 days. Upendra and                   
Chauhan start the work but are forced to leave after 2 days. The remaining work was done by Ajith                   
in: 
A. 8 days 
B. 10 days 
C. 12 days 
D. 15 days 
Explanation: 
According to the question, 
(Upendra + Chauhan)'s 1 day's work = (1/6 + 1/8) = 7/24.  
Work done by Upendra and Chauhan in 2 days =(7*2/24) = 7/12.  
Remaining work = (1-7/12) = 5/12.  
Now, 1/36 work is done by Ajith in 1 day.  
So, 5/12 work is done by Ajith in (36 * 5/12) = 15 days.  
 
10. Srinivas sells a table to Shiva at 10% profit and Shiva sells it to Mahesh at 10% loss. At what                    
price did Srinivas purchase the table if Mahesh paid Rs. 2178? 
A. Rs. 2100 
B. Rs. 2150 
C. Rs. 2200 
D. None of these 
Explanation: 
Let the cost price of table for Srinivas be Rs. x and given that, cost price of table for Mahesh = Rs.                      
2178. 
=> (90%) of (110%) of x = Rs. 2178.  
=> (90/100) (110/100) x = 2178  
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=> x = (2178 x 100)/ (9 x 11)  
=> x = Rs. 2200. 
 

Sutherland Logical Ability Test 

 
 
11. Coding/Decoding: 
In a certain code, TOGETHER is written as RQEGRJCT. In the same code, PAROLE will be written                 
as, 
A. RYPQJG 
B. RCPQJG 
C. NCPQJG 
D. NCPQJC 
Explanation: 
The letters at the odd positions are moved two steps backward and the letters at even positions are                  
moved two steps forward to get the value. So, PAROLE will be NCPQJG. 
 
12. Coding/Decoding: 
If in a certain language, COUNSEL is coded as BITIRAK, how is GUIDANCE written in that code? 
A. EOHYZKBB 
B. FOHYZJBB 
C. FPHZZKAB 
D. HOHYBJBA 
E. None of these 
Explanation: 
The letters at odd positions are each moved one step backward, while the letters at even positions                 
are respectively moved six, five, four, three, two... steps backward to obtain the corresponding              
letters of the code. 
 
13. Distance & Direction: 
X started to walk straight towards south. After walking 5 m he turned to the left and walked 3 m. After                     
this he turned to the right and walked 5 m Now to which direction X is facing? 
A. North-East  
B. South 
C. North  
D. South-West 
Answer: B. 
 
14. Distance & Direction: 
If South-East becomes North, North-East becomes West and so on. What will West become? 
A. North-East  
B. North-West 
C. South-East  
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D. South-West 
Answer: C. 
 
15. Blood Relationships: 
Introducing a girl, Amit said, "This girl is the wife of the grandson of my mother". How is Amit related                    
to their girl? 
A. Father 
B. Father-in-law 
C. Grandfather 
D. Husband 
E. None of these 
Explanation: 
Grandson of Amit's mother is the son of Amit and son's wife is Amit's daughter-in-law. Hence, Amit is                  
related as father-in-law of that girl. 
 
16. Blood Relationships: 
Pointing towards a person in photograph, Sandeep said, “He is the only son of the father of my                  
sister’s brother.” How is that person related to Sandeep? 
A. Himself 
B. Brother 
C. Father 
D. Nephew 
Answer: A. 
 
17. Statement: It will be a substantial achievement in the field of education if one provides one                
school for every village in our country and enforce attendance. 
Assumptions:  
(I)Children in villages do not attend school regularly.  
(II)Providing school to every village is desirable. 
A. Only assumption I is implicit 
B. Only assumption II is implicit 
C. Either I or II is implicit 
D. Neither I nor II is implicit 
E. Both I and II are implicit 
Explanation: 
The statement lays stress on enforcing attendance. This implies that children in villages do not               
attend school regularly. So, I is implicit. Besides, the statement calls 'one school for every village' a                 
'substantial achievement'. So, II is also implicit. 
 
18. Statement: Government has permitted unaided colleges to increase their fees. 
Assumptions:  
(I)Unaided colleges are in financial difficulties.  
(II)Aided colleges do not need to increase fees. 
A. Only assumption I is implicit 
B. Only assumption II is implicit 
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C. Either I or II is implicit 
D. Neither I nor II is implicit 
E. Both I and II are implicit 
Explanation: 
Unaided colleges have been allowed to increase their fees. This means that they are in financial                
difficulties. So, I is implicit. Nothing is mentioned about the aided colleges. So, II is not implicit. 
 
19. Statements: To cultivate interest in reading, the school has made it compulsory from June              
this year for each student to read two books per week and submit a weekly report on the books. 
Conclusions:  
(I)Interest in reading can be created by force.  
(II)Some students will eventually develop interest in reading. 
A. Only conclusion I follows 
B. Only conclusion II follows 
C. Either I or II follows 
D. Neither I nor II follows 
E. Both I and II follow 
Explanation: 
Clearly, the new scheme intends to develop interest in reading by incorporating the habit in their                
routine. So, only II follows while I does not. 
 
20. Statement: The X passenger car manufacturing company announced a sharp reduction in            
the prices of their luxury cars. 
Assumptions:  
(1) There may be an increase in the sale of their luxury cars.  
(2) The other such car manufacturers may also reduce their prices. 
A. if only assumption 1 is implicit. 
B. if only assumption 2 is implicit. 
C. if either assumptions 1 or 2 is implicit. 
D. if neither assumption 1 not 2 are implicit. 
E. if both assumptions 1 and 2 are implicit. 
Answer: A. 
 

Sutherland Verbal Ability Test 

 
 
21. Synonym: 
Tentative 
A. prevalent 
B. portable 
C. wry 
D. Provisional 
Answer: D. 
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22. Antonym: 
Bigotry 
A. arrogance 
B. approval 
C. mourning 
D. tolerance 
Answer: D. 
 
23. Fill in the blanks: 
Is there any ________ in worrying about whatever is ________ our control? 
A. point, beyond 
B. futility, within 
C. sense, under 
D. use, above 
E. harm, beside 
Answer: A. 
 
24. Error Spotting: 
The supervisor said (1)/ to the servant, (2)/ 'The containers are empty, (3)/ please fill'(4). 
A. 1 
B. 2 
C. 3 
D. 4 
E. No error 
Explanation: 
It should be 'fill in.' 
 
25. Sentence Arrangement: 
S1: Man cannot survive except through his mind. He comes on earth unarmed.  
S6: To plant, he needs a process of thoughts; to hunt, he needs weapons and to make weapons, the                   
process of thoughts.  
P: Man has no claws, no fangs, no horns and no great strength of muscle.  
Q: Animals obtain food by force.  
R: He must plant his food or hunt it.  
S: His brain is his only weapon.  
The proper sequence should be 
A. RSQP 
B. PQSR 
C. QPRS 
D. PSQR 
Answer: A. 
 
26. Fill in the blanks: 
Those who persist in the endeavor at long last triumphs ________ the odds of life. 
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A. over  
B. on 
C. upon  
D. about 
Answer: A. 
 
27. Error correction: 
Hardly "does the sun rise" when the stars disappeared. 
A. have the sun rose  
B. had the sun risen 
C. did the sun rose  
D. the sun rose 
E. No correction required 
Answer: B. 
 
Last week, when nine well-known media houses began publishing directly to Facebook, allowing the              
social media giant’s 1.4 billion users to read stories then and there, those in the embattled media                 
industry would have felt relieved and uneasy at the same time. Relieved, because of what, on the                 
face of it, seems to be a sweet deal for all the nine publishers that are part of Facebook’s direct                    
publishing feature, Instant Articles. The New York Times, National Geographic, Buzz Feed, NBC,             
The Atlantic, The Guardian, BBC, Spiegel Online, and Bild can sell advertisements on their own and                
keep all of those revenues. Alternatively, they can allow Facebook to sell and still keep 70 per cent                  
of the proceeds. For an industry that is struggling with the aftermath of the digital disruption, this is a                   
welcome revenue-raising opportunity. According to the Pew Research Center’s State of the News             
Media 2015 report, revenues from print advertising fell in 2014 over the previous year while               
revenues from digital advertising grew. The catch: the good showing of digital wasn’t even nearly               
good enough to make up for print’s shortfall. In the U.S., print advertising dollars fell by nearly a                  
billion while digital dollars just about managed a growth of 100 million. 
Still, it is difficult not to feel uncomfortable about Facebook’s growing clout as a distributor of news.                 
Top publishers are already on board Instant Articles, and more are itching to follow suit. Their                
websites could increasingly become less relevant. As more and more publishers join it, each of them                
individually will need Facebook more than it needs them. But avoiding a partnership with Facebook,               
as some publishers have suggested they would, isn’t a wise thing to do. As the Pew Research                 
Center’s report put it, nearly half of those surveyed said they had accessed news on politics and                 
government on Facebook in the week before. Also, the platform attracts roughly a fourth of the                
display advertisement revenues and more than a third of mobile display advertisement revenues.             
This is in sharp contrast to the experience of news organizations in garnering digital revenues.               
Befriending Facebook now is a no-brainer, especially given that publishing houses long ago ceded              
control of news distribution to technology firms. They have only themselves to blame. What they               
ought to ensure now is not to become too dependent on any one platform, even as they continue to                   
build their identities both online and offline. Fortunately for the publishers, the likes of Snapchat,               
Facebook’s promising rival which has managed to woo the youth, do seem to give the hope that the                  
publisher-distributor relationship wouldn’t be one-sided. 
 
28. Which of the following is true according to the passage? 
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A) The platform attracts roughly a fourth of the display advertisement revenues and more than a                
third of mobile display advertisement revenues. 
B) According to the Pew Research Center’s State of the News Media 2015 report, revenues from                
print advertising rose in 2014 over the previous year 
C) Top publishers are already on board Instant Articles, and more are itching to follow suit. 
A. Only A and C 
B. Only B and C 
C. Only B and A 
D. All A, B and C  
Answer: A. 
 
29. What does the author suggest to the news publishing firms and urge them to ensure? 
A. He wants them to make association for healthy competition. 
B. He wants them to not become completely dependent on the Facebook. 
C. He wants them to weigh their chances and proceed accordingly 
D. He wants them to make all stuff free so that people can learn 
Answer: B. 
 
30. What does the author mean by the phrase “Befriending Facebook now is a no-brainer”? 
A. Having a rival like Facebook is no brainer. 
B. The Decision of being friend with Facebook is a wise decision at the right time. 
C. The decision of being friend with Facebook at this point of time is crucial for all. 
D. It means that being friend with Facebook at this point of time is not a wise decision. 
Answer: D. 
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